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When to register for Self-Assessment 

You must register for Self-Assessment with HMRC if you have any undeclared income and did not 
complete a Self-Assessment last year.  

The deadline for registering for Self-Assessment is the 5th of October that follows the end of the tax 
year that the Self-Assessment tax return you’re filing relates to. For example, if the tax return relates to the 
tax year starting 6th April 2021 and ending 5th April 2022, you should register for Self-Assessment by 5th 
October 2022. If you don’t register by the appropriate deadline, you could be fined.  

Please note that if you registered for Self-Assessment and filed a tax return last year, you don’t need to 
register again. 

How to register for Self-Assessment if you’re self-employed. 

If you’re self-employed, here’s what you need to do if you’re required to register for Self-Assessment. 
HMRC provides more information about how to do this on its website. 

If you already have a business tax account, you can register by signing in to this account and adding Self-
Assessment to your list of services. You’ll need a Government Gateway user ID and password to sign into 
your business tax account. 

If you don’t have a business tax account or a Government Gateway user ID, select ‘Create sign in details’ 
link on the login page and follow the instructions. 

You should receive a letter from HMRC with your Unique Taxpayer Reference (UTR) number within 10 
working days (21 days if you live abroad). You should also receive a separate letter within seven working 
days with an activation code for your business tax account. You can retrieve a lost UTR number or get a 
new activation code from HMRC if you lose either of them after they arrive. 

Once you’ve received your UTR number and activation code, you can log in to, and activate, your business 
tax account. Once you’ve done this, you should be able to add Self-Assessment to your list of services and 
file your tax return. 

Should you require any assistance in filing your return please feel to email us at: 

accounts@excellenceaccounting.com 

http://www.excellenceaccounting.com/
https://www.gov.uk/register-for-self-assessment/self-employed
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sign-in-to-your-hmrc-business-tax-account
https://www.tax.service.gov.uk/business-account
https://www.gov.uk/find-lost-utr-number
https://www.gov.uk/log-in-register-hmrc-online-services/problems-signing-in
https://www.gov.uk/log-in-register-hmrc-online-services/problems-signing-in

